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*                                 friends, who  have always  lived pleasantly together,
though of principles directly opposite.    I was happy

*                                 that your accepting one of Mr. Pulteney's Seats proved
'                              a false rumour, for it would have been a sad degrada-
tion ; but though not in Parliament, you can be mis-

- s                              chievous enough as a " Whig Dog>" as Johnson would

say, or rather, something even beyond that; for you
(                              are for that most horrible anarchy the French Revo-

^*'                             lution.

I some time ago resigned my Recordership of Car-

/                             lisle.     I perceived that  no  advantage would   accrue

from it; I could satisfy you in conversation that I was
right.

I*                                 The melancholy event of losing my valuable wife

y                             will, I fear, never allow me to have real comfort.    You

/                             cannot imagine how it hangs upon my spirits; yet I

can talk and write, and in short force myself to a won-
derful degree. I enclose you a Poem which I have
published, upon a subject on which I never heard your
sentiments, but I could lay my life you are one of the
pretty theorists; however you will have candour enough
P/                               to allow that I have worked well.

. :                                 I have a good house in Great Portland Street.    My

***                            two eldest daughters live with me;   my youngest is at

t                            a boarding-school at Chelsea; my eldest son is at Eton,

my second at Westminster.    I am sadly straitened in
my circumstances; I can but existl, as to expense ;  but
they are so good to me here, that I have a full share of
/                             the metropolitan advantages.

My magnum opusy the cc Life of Dr. Johnson," in
two volumes quarto, is to be published on Monday,
16th May. It is too great a book to be given in
presents, as I gave my "Tour," so you must not expect
one, though you yourself form a part of its multifarious
contents, I really think it will be the most entertain-